Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 62 May 1969 system, and the effects of nerve injury on peripheral sensory and autonomic mechanisms. The diagnosis and treatment of nerve injuries are also considered and a final section deals with the particular features of damage to the individual peripheral nerves.
The more recent advances on electrodiagnosis and the electron microscopy of peripheral nerves and peripheral nerve injury are not as well covered and are not always analysed critically. It is a pity, but probably inevitable in a work of this magnitude written by a single author, that references over the past four years are sparse in the extreme. A number of those omitted are of considerable importance in relation to the general theme of the book. This might be used as an argument in favour of multiple authorship for volumes of this size now that the pace of scientific advance is so much more rapid. However, this does not detract from the major value of Professor Sunderland's book, which will provide an invaluable work of reference covering an important epoch in the progress of medical science. A useful test of a book is the index and a pertinent test of the index is how syndromes are listed. In this book they are listed, sensibly, under syndromes; this can save a student much frustrating searching.
Chapter headings and subheadings are well done and admirable for student learning, as are the descriptions of basic pathological changes: some pathology books assume that these are understood and the student is hindered by having to look elsewhere to learn them. Correlation of pathology with disease is well shown, for instance the section on oral pigmentation would make a good examination answer. Illustrations are abundant and excellent, particularly the photomicrographs.
It is only after one has read and thought about the book that one realizes that there is only a brief mention of dental caries. In retrospect one can only feel relief at not having to read through reams of oft repeated detail on the subject. One omission is obviously intentional and perhaps detracts from the book: virtually no mention is made of prognosis and treatment. Admittedly this is a pathology book but some very brief words on the natural history and possible treatment of disease processes would greatly enhance the holistic approach upon which the author places such emphasis. For learning oral pathology this book is better than most because of its well systematized approach and excellent illustrations. It also affords wide condensed information for a book of its size but not sufficient coverage to make it a true reference book. B Although the title might suggest that the whole subject has been covered in depth, in fact only the volatile anesthetic agents were discussed. The contributors (some 26 in number) are drawn from many different disciplines, ranging from anesthesia, pharmacology, physiology and surgery to preventive medicine. The result essentially is a mixed grillsome tasty bits mixed in with a few tough morsels! The clinician will be particularly interested in the diverse views expressed on the toxicity of halothane, which is referred to in no fewer than five of the various chapters.
This scholarly work, detailing specific areas of research into the toxicity of volatile anesthetic agents, will provide a useful reference book for all those engaged in this field. It is well illustrated and elegantly produced. This book sets out to deal with the commoner intrathoracic emergencies and is intended to parallel a similar publication relating to intraabdominal crises.
It begins with a description of the symptoms of intrathoracic crises of all varieties and suggests methods by which they may be sorted out, one from the other. The clinical presentation and pathology are then discussed. Thereafter more detailed descriptions of individual problems are given. These range from the treatment of asthma, to coronary thrombosis and to postoperative problems following aesophageal surgery.
The book is copiously illustrated with photographs, reproductions of radiographs and line drawings, many of which would be helpful to
